WHAT IS A ROUTING IDENTIFIER CODE AND WHY WOULD I NEED ONE?
A Routing Identifier Code (RIC) is a three-digit code that is normally assigned to correspond with certain DOD Activity Address Codes (DODAACs).  This 3-digit code is used in MILSTRIP transactions for multiple purposes:  source of supply codes, intersystem and intrasystem routing codes, and consignor (shipper) codes.  

A recent initiative of In-Transit Visibility (ITV) for contractor shipments has often created the need for a contractor DODAAC to have a corresponding RIC assigned.  However, the purpose of the RIC is to send/receive supply status electronically, so in order for a RIC to be effective, the contractor must establish an electronic interface with the Defense Automatic Addressing System Center (DAASC) which will allow for supply, transportation and/or billing transactions to be sent and received via an automated means.  This can be a computer IP address or even e-mail notification.   When a contractor DODAAC is issued, part of the response back to the contracting officer identifies the office at DAASC to contact for establishment of this electronic interface.  This interface can be set up against a DODAAC and/or a RIC.  Not all DODAACs will require an actual RIC in order to use an electronic interface for automated transactions.  
For general information regarding RICs, please contact DAASC at DSN 986-3247, comm (937) 656-3247.  There is also a link to the RIC regulation website for additional information at:  https://www.daas.dla.mil/daashome/daasc_milstrip.asp
